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alpine kingdom, which was soon after consummated by the never-to- 
be-forgotten entrance of King Victor Emmanuel into Florence. He 
could not see, as others did, those streets strewn with flowers, those 
houses draped with banners and tapestries, that King of a United 
Italy, who, riding on a white charger, came with an endless crowd of 
willing subjects, to add one more jewel to his crown ; for since 1844 he 
had been blind. But his ears were open to the sounds of rejoicing, 
and no heart of all those which swelled with emotion on that day to 
think that Italy was no longer " a geographical expression," but a 
country one and indivisible, beat more loyally than his, or responded 
more warmly to the calls of that memorable occasion. With it his 
connection with political events ceased. During the remainder of his 
life, he occupied himself with literary labors, and by the publication of 
his " History of the Florentine Republic," a year before his death, 
brought them to a noble termination. For many years, as he says in 
his preface to this work, it had from time to time engaged his atten- 
tion, but owing to frequent interruptions it was not completed until 
its author had attained the age of eighty. With what conscientious- 
ness he labored to make it a faithful record of events, and why he did 
so, he himself tells us in this same preface, in these simple words : 
" Once that I had undertaken it, it seemed to me to be the duty of an 
honest man to labor at it with the utmost diligence, and to give it my 
best thoughts, because a history carelessly written is often a false his- 
tory, or, in other words, a lie. Wherefore, for all the shortcomings of 
this book, I have no other excuse to offer to the reader but this very 
plausible one, that I was unable to make it better than it is." 



CHARLES-FRANCOIS-MARIE, COMTE DE REMUSAT. 

Chaeles-Fran90is-Maeie, Comte de Remusat, died on the 6th 
of June, 1875. He was born on the 14th of March, 1797, and had thus 
nearly reached his seventy-eighth year. He was the son of Count de 
Remusat, a chamberlain of the first Napoleon, who married a niece 
of the Count de Vergennes, an intimate friend of the Empress Jose- 
phine. Some of his early years were thus passed at St. Cloud, where 
his father was Prefet of the Palace. He was educated at the Lycee 
Napoleon, and was there distinguished for his scholarship. He began 
early to write in the journals and periodicals, and always on the 
liberal side. In 1830, he took bold ground, with M. Thiers, against 
the ordinances of M. Polignac, which cost Charles X. his throne. 
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He had just before married, for his second wife (the first having 
survived her marriage only two years), Mile, de Lasteyrie, the 
granddaughter of the celebrated Marquis de Lafayette. He was an 
aide-de-camp of Lafayette at this period, when the marquis was com- 
mander-in-chief of the National Guard. He soon entered the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, was in the confidential cabinet service of M. Casimir 
Perier, and afterwards Minister of the Interior. As writer, deputy, 
and minister, he uniformly espoused and advocated liberal opinions 
and measures. He protested against the coup d'etat of Napoleon III. 
in 1851, and was imprisoned and afterwards exiled. 

He had been made a member of the Academy of Moral and Politi- 
cal Sciences in 1842, and one of the forty members of the French 
Academy in 1846. His exemption from political service during the 
Second Empire gave him the desired opportunity to pursue his philo- 
sophical and literary studies. He had published two volumes of Philo- 
sophical Essays, in 1842 ; two volumes on Abelard, in 1845 ; and, 
in the same year, an elaborate Report to the Academy on German 
Philosophy. In 1854, he published a work on the spiritual power 
of the eleventh century, under the title of " Saint Anselm of Canter- 
bury ;" in 1856, he published " Studies and Portraits of England in 
the Eighteenth Century," a work which he enlarged to two volumes 
in 1865; in 1858, he published his " Life, Time, and Philosophy of 
Bacon;" and, in 1864, a volume on Religious Philosophy. 

A volume entitled " Channing, sa Vie et ses CEuvres," of which 
a second edition was printed in 1861, has been sometimes included in 
the works of Remusat ; but he wrote only the prefaces to the succes- 
sive editions, while the volume itself was written by an accomplished 
English lady, Mrs. Robert Hollond. 

In 1871, after the downfall of the empire and the conclusion of the 
war with Germany, M. de Remusat was made Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and was prominently associated with M. Thiers in achieving 
the territorial liberation of France from German occupation. When 
M. Thiers resigned the Presidency of the French Republic in 1873, 
M. de Remusat also retired from ministerial service. He remained, 
however, a member of the Chamber of Deputies to the end of his life. 

A few months only before his death, he laid before the French 
Academy his " History of Philosophy in England from Bacon to 
Locke," in two volumes. 

He was buried in the old Cimitiere de Picpus in Paris, where the 
tomb of Lafayette is well known to American travellers. Eulogies 
were pronounced at his grave by representatives of the French Acad- 
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emy and of the Chamber of "Deputies ; and an elaborate Memoir of 
his life and writings was communicated to the Revue des Deux 
Mondes (November, 1875) by his life-long friend, M. Duvergier de 
Hauranne, in which ample justice was done to him as an eminent 
writer, a religious philosopher, and a constant and able supporter of 
liberal principles. 

The United States Minister to France (Mr. Washburne), in a pub- 
lished despatch to the State Department at Washington (18 June, 
1875), after alluding to the friendship which M. de Remusat had 
always manifested for our country and its institutions, speaks of him 
as follows : " To quick intelligence and rare culture he united the 
simplest manners and most unaffected modesty. His genial disposi- 
tion, the graces of his spirit, and the charm of his conversation, left 
upon all the impression of his purity and worth as a citizen, his 
accomplishments as a statesman, and his fidelity, honesty, and patriot- 
ism as a public servant. The love of France was the hope and 
inspiration of his life. . . . Though always holding liberal opinions, his 
inclinations were monarchical ; but, yielding to the logic of events and 
the demands of circumstances, it was his judgment that the Republic 
was the only form of Government that could give peace and safety to 
France." 

He was elected a member of this Academy on the 12th of Novem- 
ber, 1873. 



SIR CHARLES WHEATSTONE. 

Charles Wheatstone was born at Gloucester, in the year 1802. 
His early education appears to have been very limited ; but he dis- 
played, as a boy, a strong taste for mechanics, and especially for the 
construction or modification of musical instruments. He began his 
scientific career with the study of acoustics, and made numerous original 
experiments and researches, his first paper appearing in the " Annals 
of Philosophy," in 1823. For some years he was a dealer in musical 
instruments ; but he soon began to direct his attention to other sub- 
jects, and in 1834 published the results of a series of experiments on 
the velocity of electricity, made with apparatus constructed for him by 
the late Mr. Joseph Saxton, of Washington. The progress of science 
has shown that Wheatstone's experiments led him to conclusions which 
were in some respects untenable ; but his paper was received with 
acclamation, and certainly gave a decided impulse to the science of 



